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FOREWORD

One of the great achievements of the Indian
mind 1s the development of formal logic. The mitial
impetus to this was given by the dialectic of thinkers
like Nagarjuna and Aryadeva to refute whom first
the Naiyayikas and then the Vedantins began to
aim at accuracy and precision mn defimitions, 1deas
and arguments Reactng to this, the Buddhist
thinkers from Dignaga to Dharmakirtt (Sth to 7th
centuries) developed their own kind of logic, which
1n 1ts penetration and value 15 second to none Their
work was continued by emmnent Buddhists for
about five centuries Perhaps by the 11th century
A.D. logical formalism of a sort was established
as evidenced by the treatises on Mahawvidya syllo-
gisms by Kularka and others Then came the works
of Vedantins hike Srt Harsha, which made the
Nauyayikas realise how necessary rigorous formalism
was. Formal logic struck deep roots when Gangesa
1n the early 13th century gave rise toa new kind of
logic with the help of the concept of Avacchedakata.
He virtually transformed philosophy into Pramana-
sastra (logic and epistemology). His school (that
of Mithila) flourished for about two centuries. In
the 15th century another centre of new logic arose
at Navadvipa It developed formal logic of an
abstract kind and a reabistic  metaphysics.
Raghunatha (c. 1475-1505) was the greatest thinker
of this school and one of India’s great philosophers
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He had emment successors upto ¢. 1650 A.D.
Mathuranatha was his ablest student. The new
logic stimulated Vedantins of all schools to attempt
to demolish each others’ concepts, definitions and
arguments, as well as those of Naiyayikas, and for-
mulate 1mproved ones, using the techniques
refined by the new logic The Jaina contnbution
to logic and theory of knowledge from the tume of
Siddhasena Divakara, through Vadiraja Suri and
Hemachandra, to Yasovijaya (5th to the I7th
century) 1s no less glorious than that of others.

Explorers 1n the field of Indian logic have been
very few; consequently, there is so much that
remans to be done. A comprehensive and detailed
history of it (as developed in the Hindu, Buddhist
and Jaina traditions) has yet to be written; and the
elucidation and evaluation of the techniques, con-
cepts, definitions, arguments and mutual criticisms
found in the works of even the most important
logicians of these three traditions (with their diffe-
rent schools and sub-schools), js still awaited. Then,
there can be creative work utilising the techniques
of some of them; or, another new Indian logic,
based upon a modification of one of the old Indian
logics or a reasoned rejoction of al the 6)d ladian
logics, can arise

Acharya Shri Badannatha Shukla Ji is one of the
most distinguished Naiyayihas of this country at
present, perhaps there are only three or four
scholars who can be considered his equals now in
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this field. His mastery of Nyaya and his deep
acquaintance with other Hindu Darsanas, as well as
his capacity for sustained analytical thinking, are
most impressive He has not only some 1dea of
Western philosophy, but has participated in semi-
nars and colloqma organised by philosophy depart-
ments of our umversities He 1sa member of the
U G C Philosophers’ panel and of the Research
Advisory Commuttee of the Indian Council of Philoso-
phical Research. He has participated 1n Sanskntists®
Conference m Europe Very few Pandits of his
eminence have been exposed to such experiences.
So, his commentary on Vyaptipancakamathuri 1s
bound to be authorntative and capable of shedding
fresh light on 1t Written 1n a clear and systematic
way and based upon an intimate knowledge of all
the relevant literature, 1t lays bare the 1ssues
mvolved His Introduction of 205 pages contains
a history of the defimtions of Vyapti in Nyaya-
Varseshika literature, an account of 1ts definitions
gwven m other Darshanas and a lucid explanation of
technical terminology This work makes an
important contribution to the discussion of Vyapts
1 2 modern Indian language

Professor K SATCHIDANANDA MURTY
Andhra Umversity, Walair
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